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The  Colorado  Coal  Strike — Enforce  the  Law. 


EXTENSION  OF  REMARKS 


HON.  GEORGE  J.  KINDER, 

OF  COLORADO, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Saturday,  June  13,  19H. 

Mr.  KINDEL.  Mr.  Speaker,  on  several  occasions  I  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  express  myself  upon  conditions  incident  to  the  labor 
disturbances  which  have  prevailed  for  some  months  in  the  State 
of  Colorado.  My  inability  to  secure  recognition  for  that  purpose 
I  now  regard  otherwise  than  a  misfortune.  Heretofore  I  must 
necessarily  have  spoken  as  others  have  done  upon  this  subject, 
more  or  less  upon  hearsay  and  conjecture.  Such  is  not,  to  the 
same  extent  at  least,  the  case  to-day.  The  real  facts,  the  truth 
concerning  what  has  happened  and  is  happening  in  connection 
with  that  unfortunate  situation,  is  at  last  coming  out. 

Seldom,  if  ever,  within  my  memory  has  a  great  State  been 
subjected  to  more  misrepresentation  or  been  worse  maligned 
than  has  the  State  of  Colorado  during  the  past  six  months.  It 
has  been  held  up  to  the  Nation  and  the  world  as  the  lawless 
abode  of  anarchy,  peopled  only  by  grasping  and  wholly  unprin¬ 
ciple  1  corporations  and  their  rebellious  slaves,  partially  held  in 
check  by  the  officers  of  the  law  until  recently,  when  the  State 
treasury  became  bankrupt  and  utter  riot,  disorder,  and  insur¬ 
rection  held  sway. 

The  yellow  press  of  my  State,  ably  seconded  by  journals  of 
like  character  elsewhere,  have,  from  time  to  time,  deluged  this 
country  with  such  a  flood  of  sensational  stories  as  to  hold  the 
interest  and,  in  some  degree,  blind  the  judgment  and  good  sense 
of  the  general  public.  Well  meaning  but  emotional  women  have 
become  hysterical,  and,  largely  because  of  their  apparent  sin¬ 
cerity,  have  carried  conviction  by  their  recital  of  industrial 
wrongs  which  they  have  been  told  existed.  The  judge  of  a 
court  of  Colorado,  less  known  and  therefore  more  credited  away 
from  home  than  where  he  unfortunately  belongs,  oblivious  to 
the  interests  and  good  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  which  for 
too  long  a  time  has  charitably  afforded  him  a  live^^d,  has 
swept  across  the  country  with  a  troop  of  vaudeville  artists ’with 
the  apparent  purpose  of  adding  luster  to  his  peculiar  fame  by 
spreading  denunciation  and  falsehood  where  it  would  best  at¬ 
tract  attention.  And  behind  all  this  press  bureau  and  these 
itinerant  vendors  of  libel,  slander,  exaggeration,  and  positive 
falsehood  can  be  seen  the  scheming,  cunning,  well-paid  officers 
and  salaried  agents  of  a  monopolistic  labor  union. 

The  State  of  Colorado  is  not  what  it  has  of  late  been  repre¬ 
sented  to  be ;  the  people  of  that  State  are  no  less  high-minded 
patriotic,  law  loving,  nor  otherwise  different  from  those  of  any 
other  State.  The  chief  executive  of  my  State,  while  not  a 
prizewinner  for  wisdom  and  courage,  is  a  sincere  and  honest 
man.  The  National  Guard  of  Colorado,  so  much  condemned  by 
labor  leaders  and  their  sympathizers,  not  because  of  what  it 
did,  but  because  it  stood  for  law  enforcement,  holds  a  high 
rank  among  the  citizen  soldiers  of  this  country,  and  is  the  peer 
of  any  national  guard  in  the  United  States.  Nor  are  Colorado 
business  men  and  business  interests  di  fife  tent  from  those  else¬ 
where,  unless  it  be  in  their  extreme  tenacity  of  purpose  and  ad¬ 
mirable  devotion  to  a  principle,  irrespective  of  financial  results. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  State,  its  business  interests,  and  its  people 
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as  a  whole  have  had  heaped  upon  them  much  undeserved  abuse 
on  the  floor  of  this-  House  and  in  the  sensational  press  of  the 
country.  They  have  had  thrust  upon  them  an  industrial  con¬ 
flict  of  an  unnecessary  and  wholly  inexcusable  character.  I 
have  waited  in  vain  for  Representatives  more  versed  in  par¬ 
liamentary  procedure  and  abler  of  speech  than  I  to  deny  the 
infamous  stories  that  have  been  circulated  about  our  industrial 
'  enterprises  and  explain  the  character  of  the  war  which,  in  the 
name  of  labor,  has  been  waged  in  Colorado  for  many  months. 
I  have  been  told  that  criticism  of  labor  is  popular  neither  here 
nor  among  my  own  constituents,  and  that  I  can  best  subserve 
my  own  political  interests  by  remaining  quiet  upon  such  a 
subject.  It  may  be  true  that  in  this  place  one  can  not  with 
propriety  express  nor  vote  his  convictions  when  labor  is  in¬ 
volved.  I  do  not  believe  that  moral  cowardice  is  commended 
in  my  home  State.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  more  important 
that  the  truth  prevail  than  that  George  Kindel  represent  the 
State  of  Colorado  in  Washington,  and  I  propose  here  and  now 
to  express  my  views  and  to  the  extent  of  my  ability  acquaint 
such  as  care  to  know  with  a  few  of  the  essential  facts  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  disturbances  which  have  attracted  and  held  the 
attention  of  the  whole  country.  If,  in  so  doing,  I  shall  seem  to 
condemn  labor  and  organizations  of  labor,  I  trust  I  shall  not 
be  misunderstood.  True  labor  and  wisely  conducted  labor 
unions  have  no  better  friend  than  I,  for  I  am  a  member  of  a 
union  that  has  accomplished  much  good.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  am  compelled  to  denounce  the  methods  of  the  particular 
labor  organization  which  has  brought  disgrace,  industrial  blight, 
and  almost  financial  ruin  upon  my  State. 

Before  proceeding,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  present  as  a 
part  of  my  remarks  a  few  of  many  memorials  and  resolutions 
recently  received  by  me  from  my  people  at  home.  I  first  desire 
to  call  attention  to  the  following  resolutions  unanimously 
passed  May  25,  1914,  at  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Longmont,  in  Boulder  County,  where  much  of  the  disorder 
has  had  its  origin: 


RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  A  MASS  MEETING  OP  CITIZENS  OP  LONGMONT, 
COLO.,  MAY  25,  1914. 


Whereas  a  certain  class  of  people  whose  only  claim  to  publicity  is  their 
ability  and  purpose  to  breed  contempt  of  law,  to  encourage  riot,  mur¬ 
der,  and  incendiarism,  are  posing  before  the  world  as  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of  the  patriotic  State  of  Colorado  :  It  is 
Resolved,  That  we  deny  that  this  small  class  of  agitators  represents 
in  any  large  sense  the  public  sentiment  of  this  State,  and  wo  denounce 
as  unworthy  of  citizenship  these  people  who,  to  advance  their  political 
ambitions,  to  gratify  their  silly  vanities,  and  thrust  their  otherwise 
obscure  personalities  into  the  limelight,  would  befoul  the  nest  that 
shelters  them,  incite  ignorance  to  lawlessness,  plunge  the  State  into 
anarchy,  and  hold  it  up  to  the  world  emasculate  and  unworthy  a  place 
in  the  galaxy  of  Commonwealths;  and 


Whereas  the  State  militia,  called  to  service  by  the  legally  constituted 
authority,  and  representing  the  sturdy  manhood  of  the  State,  lias 
been  doing  its  duty  as  fully  as  did  the  young  men  of  a  generation 
ago,  who  bared  their  breasts  to  the  assaults  of  disunion,  we  protest 
against  the  unpatriotic,  false,  and  libelous  vituperation  that  lias  been 
so  unjustly  used  against  our  young  soldiers  as  destructive  to  a  whole¬ 
some  military  spirit  that  may  stand  the  Republic  in  good  stead  in 
the  no  distant  future;  and 

Whereas  we  believe  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  of  Colorado  and 
-7  corporations  is  the  issue 
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adopted  at  Denver  May  19,  1914, 
Senator  Thomas,  from  Colorado, 
•May  29,  1914,  is  an  instructive  do 
Colorado  Women,  represented 
^  Grenfell,  while  late 


its  efforts  to  < 


the  people  of  < 


Prior  to  the  calling  of  this  strike  no  s 


had  been  no  State-wide  labor  trouble  for  10  years;  only  2,048 
out  of  a  total  of  23,000  miners  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and 
tu-ou  mamhora  nf  tho  TTr.i+oH  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

BWlSiSS 


avowed  purpose  of  circulating 


L  the  names  of  1 


1  brought  into 
i,  of  Indiana; 


A.  B.  McGary,  of  Iowa ;  A.  Germer  and  H.  C.  Pettit,  of  Illinois ; 
.Victor  Marietta,  of  Ohio;  John  L.  Britton  and  Frank  Holuf, 


I  a  host  of  others,  in- 


PStSSfiStSSi 

■  testimony,  is  “wherever  there  is  trouble.”  (See  con- 
mal  investigating  committee  record.)  All  of  these  people 
cperienced  labor  agitators  or  leaders  of  strikes  in  West 
ia  and  other^fields.  _ 

insert  the  following  documents  obtained^by  me  from 1  the 
library  in  Denver?  They  contain  much  valua  '  '  “ 


i IfiSt 


:p^S£~ 

Interesting,  isn’t  it? 


1  that  the  terms  and  cond 
■rs  were  employed  were  fat¬ 
ting  in  the  eastern  coal  : 
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where  the  union  was  in  control.  The  earnings  of  the  miners 
we:  j  more  than  satisfactory ;  the  uncontroverted  testimony 
taken  by  the  investigating  committee  of  this  House  discloses 
the  average  daily  earnings  at  five  representative  mines  for  the 
months  immediately  preceding  and  following  the  strike  to  be 
$4.41,  $4.27,  $4.98,  $4.67,  and  $4.90  per  man.  The  following  is 
the  authenticated  and  properly  certified  pay  roll  of  the  Rouse 
mine  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  for  August,  1913,  the 
month  immediately  preceding  the  strike. 

Pay  roll  of  the  Rouse  mine  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  for 


John  W.  Harrison... 


Goo.  Lenzini . 

Luigi  Bcrtoldi. . . 
Eueene  Corradini 
John  M alinswski. 

F.  I..  Sallerv . 

Oio  Kanzonclli... 
Mile  Duzennck. . 
Ralph  Mitchell... 
Frank  Bercnmo.. 
W.  1‘.  Shields.... 


Fotaiel  Ansolmo.. 


V.  Cosados . 

Cirolini  Senerino . 

Sih  is  Sassetelli . 

J-m  liojek . 

I  Wojecicowski . 

K.  I.apatowaki . 

A.  Wojceicowski . 

August  Antonclli . 

v  iiii  .in  Dow . 

Cclesti  Gottardi . 

V.  Swajka . 

Manuel  Martinez . 

I>io  March . 

S. Saka . 

John  Dallapiccola . 

Joe  Martinelli . 

Eslolo  Baroni . 

Alex  Thorp . 

Charles  Boscia . 

Trimo  Gcbnini . 

Charles  Marsh . 

Tony  Boscia . 

S.  Ida . 

Jacob  Slota . 

Joe  Baronesky . 

John  Slota . 

G.  Penna . 

Joe  Yoch . 

Luigi  Serafini . 

Eraio  Gazzotti . 

George  Dick . 

Luigi  Biazi . 

Gim  Audretta . 

Vcccl  Mattive . 

Sid  Williams . 

Luigi  Marihori . 

R.  Reed . 

Angelo  Daeaar . 

Henry  Robertson . 

Elia  Allessandrini . 

G  Anlonclli . 

A.  H.  Brown . 

Ed  Juraoer . 

Donati  Francesco . 

Tgnatz  Corp . 

Joe  Casadoes . 

E.  P.  Linthicone . 

Harrison  Baggers . 

Steve  Yulko . 

Jim  Donahue . 

Eugenio  Balino . 

Josel  Jonotch . 

Dom  Passoni . 

Gio  Guqliehno . 

Matt  Rohar . . 

Charles  March . 
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Pay  roll  of  the  Rouse  mine  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  <*  Iron  Co.,  etc. — Contd. 


C.  Franci . 

Andro  Duzenach _ 

Elia  Coselli . 

Toglio  Miyomoto. . . . 

John  A ntonelli. 

I’aola  Castagni . 

Josef  Hecko . 

Luigi  Farcnzena . 

Pete  Rosso . 

Giacoma  Pcdrini . 

William  McGarvey.. 

Gio  Yanotti . 

Anton  Fedrizzi . 

Andrew  Argilelti.... 
Gio  Cassagranda . 


Dom  Velotti. . . 
Luigi  Bcrtoldi. 
S.  Matsunago.. 


Clarence  Cordova .... 

J.  E.  Bamber . 

Angelo  Telch . 

Candido  Andreatta. . , 

S.  Nowok . 

Joe  Garcia . 

H.  Hopson . 

Ys  Valdez . 

Gui  Menegatti . 

Anton  Casera . 

James  Hall . 

Leon  Garcia . 

W.  Davenport . 

Pina  Serafini . 

Ben  Williams . 

Cortese  Pellegimio. . . 
Gottardi  Farenzcna. . 

Pietro  Toaai . 

Anast  Martinez . 

C.  Fedrizzi . 

S.  Gahara . 

T.  Hashie . 

P.  J.  Smith . 

Mike  Ritzus . 

Luis  Untertrainer. . . . 

Gui  Zanacanella . 

H.  Mihari . 

Bartolimo  Colo . 

John  Durnack . 

Teodoro  Durnack. . . . 

G.  Amai . 

Y.  Yana . 

Paul  Hecko,  sr . 

Paul  Hecko,  jr . . 


days  Earnings.  Avejrage 


110. 43 
70.  S3 
40.23 


116. 33 
112.  43 
97.65 


121.83 

113.85 

53.88 


103. 31 
mi.  n 
55.  81 
69. 16 


141.96 
169. 95 
132.  37 

133. 25 
152. 76 
149.1 

115. 25 
120. 66 
153. 23 
147.  44 
150.52 
152. 01 

141.97 
167.  56 


The  following  facts  may  be  gathered  from  the  foregoing  fig¬ 
ures  :  Eleven  of  the  men  upon  this  pay  roll  earned  between  $100 
and  $110  for  the  month;  13  earned  between  $110  and  $120;  15 
earned  between  $120  and  $130 ;  6  earned  between  $130  and  $140 ; 
S  earned  between  $140  and  $150;  9  earned  between  $150  and 
$160;  5  earned  between  $160  and  $170;  and  2  earned  over  $170 
for  the  month.  The  average  daily  wage  for  the  month  was 
$4.41.  Seventy-two  miners  who  worked  25  and  26  days,  respec¬ 
tively,  averaged  $4.75  a  day,  or  more  than  $120  for  the  month. 

The  following  is  a  like  authenticated  pay  roll  of  the  Bowen 
mine  of  the  Victor-American  Fuel  Co.  for  the  month  of  August, 
1913: 

Pay  roll  of  Bowen  mine  of  the  Victor-American  Fuel  Co.  for  August,  191S. 


Job  T? . 

John  Cacic . 

Tony  Sidoe . 

Nickola  Cacic. . . 

Joe  Chrisciel . 

Harris  Zammaki 

Matt  Pusick . 

Alex  Trazak.... 

Jake  I.enich . 

Dan  Rnesvich . . 
Vicente  Garica . . 

Mike  Kross . 

Joe  Martinettc. . 
Santo  Dukich... 

Sam  Burzio _ 

Joe  Werbec _ 

Joe  Marceli . 
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ray  roll  of  Bowen  mine  of  the  Victor-American  Fuel  Co.,  etc.— Contd. 


John  Marcheli . 

John  Yates . 

Rhode  Spies . 

Frank  Sepich . . 

J.M.  Robertson..., 

Nick  G aria k is . . 

Gio.  Giocomeji . 

Frank  Bele . 

John  Kencrass. 

Joe  Cordero . . 

Tonv  Giordo . 

Jim  Chiantoretto... 

Victor  Frlau . 

N  ick  Poramokis. . . , 

Matt  Marinas . 

Frank  Furak . 

Joe  Chrisciel . 

Alois  Chrisciel . 

John  Giavano . 

Dan  Perrman . 

Geo.  Galinis . 

Joe  Lucic . 

Joe  Francisco . 

Johan  Sincic . 

Geo.  Kczele . 

Fred  Kczele . 

Matt  Lucic . 

Anton  Sincic . 

Joe  Valencich . 

Andy  Marccgas... 


Ren  Freeman . 

John  Patterson . 

Jake  Valencich . 

Matt  Marchelli . 

Anton  Marinas . 

Joe  Kezelo . 

Joe  Marcheli . 

Tony  Marcshelli. . . 
Dominic  Onchino. . 

Dodor  Thomas . 

John  Rusick . 

John  Sirola . 

Jim  Rusick . 

John  Poma . 

T.  B.  McGregor - 

Tony  Valencich.... 

Anton  Yardas . 

Gus  Fillis . 

Martin  Horatis . 

John  Garich . 

Dan  Petrik . 

K.  Broyles . 


Joe  Kubica . 

Joe  Jarosch . 

Louis  Trosien . 

James  Wallace . 

Frank  Ravinaker . 

Henry  Wodziek . 

Johkn  Frlau . 

Frank  Pudelik . 

John  Apostalakas . 

John  Rubica . 

John  Dubovic . 

John  Maczka . 

John  Szweka . 

Frank  Munoz . 

Rudolph  Colbar . 

Dominico  Casperdino . . 

Rade  Marich . 

Tom  Buly . 

Nick  Buly . 

Eman  Sovily . 

Mike  Sovily . 

Nick  Nokovich . 

Rudy  Franac . 

John  Marinas . 

John  Apostalakis . 

Mackis  Rorokis . 

Joe  Bozovich . 

Andy  Marcelll . 

Louis  Armijo . 


Isaac  Duran. . . 
Jake  Worona.. 
J.  B.  Henry _ 


$118.95  for  the  month.  The  average  daily  wage  for  all  miners 
employed  was  $4.27.  The  maximum  workday  was  eight  hours, 
and  many  of  the  men  worked  less  than  eight. 

The  figures  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  pay  rolls  represent  the 
total  amount  earned  by  the  miners,  and  from  such  earnings 
there  is  uniformly  deducted  $1  per  month  for  physicians’  serv¬ 
ices  and  hospital  privileges  for  each  man  and  his  family  and 
50  cents  for  sharpening  tools,  and  so  forth. 

Aside  from  satisfactory  wage  conditions,  the  Colorado  miner 
worked  never  to  exceed  eight  hours  per  day,  and  as  much  less 
as  he  saw  fit.  He  was  paid  in  cash  twice  each  month ;  he  was 
privileged  to  trade  at  the  company’s  store,  if  such  existed,  or 
elsewhere,  if  he  preferred.  All  these  assertions  are  of  course 
denied  by  the  labor  leaders,  but  they  are  nevertheless  true,  and 
will  not  be  controverted  by  anyone  having  a  proper  regard  for 
facts. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  satisfaction  and  contentment 
which  prevailed,  a  mock  convention  of  miners  was  called  by 
the  strike  leaders  and  a  strike  was  declared.  Adolph  Germer, 
a  Socialist  leader,  knowing  in  advance  full  well  what  the  result 
of  this  pretended  convention  would  be,  and  several  days  before 
the  strike  was  called,  purchased  firearms  in  the  city  of  Pueblo 
and  sent  them  into  the  mining  districts  to  be  distributed  among 
his  uneducated  followers,  and  immediately  after  the  call  was 
issued  a  reign  of  intimidation,  violence,  murder,  arson,  riot,  and 
general  lawlessness  commenced. 

The  leaders  of  the  strike  have  always  asserted  with  the 
utmost  assurance  that  when  the  strike  was  called  more  than 
12,000  men  responded  and  that  at  least  95  per  cent  of  the  men 
employed  in  coal  mines  of  the  State  went  on  strike.  I  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  following  tabulation  of  figures  taken  from 
the  reports  in  the  office  of  the  State  coal-mine  inspector  of 
Colorado : 

COAL  MINES  OF  COLORADO - DATA  TAKEN  FROM  REPORTS  OF  STATE  COAL¬ 

MINE  INSPECTOR. 

Average  number  of  men  employed  since  Aug.  1,  191S,  compared  with 
corresponding  months  of  previous  year ,  and  percentage  of  correspond¬ 
ing  months  of  previous  year. 


It  will  be  observed  that  43  men  upon  this  pay  roll,  who  worked 
20  days  or  over,  averaged  $4.53  per  day  and  $100.48  for  the 
month;  30  men,  working  20  days  or  more,  averaged  $4.98  per 
day  and  $109.95  for  the  month;  25  men,  working  20  days  or 
more,  averaged  $5.04  per  day  and  $112.42  for  the  month;  20 
men,  working  20  days  or  more,  averaged  $5.25  per  day  and 
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Aug.,  1913. 
Sept.,  1913. 
Oct.,  1913.. 
Nov.,  1913. 
Dec.,  1913. 
Jan.,  1914.. 
Feb.,  1914. 
Mar.,  1914. 


8,016 

9,665 

10,375 

10,026 

10,146 


Aug.,  1912. 
Sept.,  1912. 
Oct.,  1912. 
Nov.,  1912. 
Dec.,  1912. 
Jan.,  1913. 
Feb.,  1913. 
Mar.,  1913. 


Tonnage  of  coal  produced  since  Aug.  1,  1913,  compared  with  correspond¬ 
ing  months  of  previous  year,  and  loss  and  gain  in  tons  compared  with 
previous  year,  and  percentage  of  corresponding  months  of  previous 
year. 


Aug.,  1913 
Sept.,  1913 
Oct.,  1913. 
Nov.,  1913 
Dec.,  1913. 
Jan.,  1914. 


859,047 
764,873 
545,155 
536, G98 
604,357 
726, 115 
620,458 


Aug.,  1912. 
Sept.,  1912 
Oct.,  1912. 
Nov.,  1912. 
Dec.,  1912. 
Jan.,  1913. 
Feb.,  1913. 
Mar.,  1913. 


768,264 


It  appears  from  these  official  figures  that  in  September,  1913, 
there  were  employed  in  the  coal  mines  of  the  State  12,340  men ; 
the  strike  was  called  September  23,  1913.  During  the  month’ 
of  October  there  were  employed  7,696  men,  or  just  4,650  less 
than  the  preceding  month.  In  other  words,  the  maximum  num¬ 
ber  of  men  who  went  on  strike  was  4,650.  Between  the  months 
of  October  and  December,  1913,  1,969  men  returned  to  work, 
so  that  in  December  the  men  employed  aggregated  9,605.  I 
say  1,969  men  returned  to  work,  because  during  that  period 
the  coal  companies  had  brought  no  so-called  strike  breakers  to 
their  properties. 

The  tabulation  further  shows  that  if  4,650  was  the  maximum 
number  of  men  who  went  on  strike  and  1,969  of  these  returned 
to  work  during  the  two  months  following  the  call,  there 
remained  at  the  end  of  December  of  the  men  who  originally 
I  struck  only  2,681. 
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Tbe  interesting  fact  also  appears  that  in  March,  1914,  there 
were  engaged  in  and  about  the  coal  mines  79  per  cent  of  the 
number  of  men  employed  during  March,  1913,  and  that  these 
men  produced  S2  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  for  March,  1913. 
In  other  words,  the  men  now  employed  in  the  coal  mines  have 
a  greater  efficiency  per  man  than  those  at  work  a  year  ago. 
This  seems  to  be  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  oft-repeated  asser¬ 
tion  that  the  men  now  at  work  are  less  efficient  coal  miners 
than  those  employed  heretofore. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Colorado  coal  strike  was  not  inaugurated 
by  the  men  actually  at  work  in  the  mines,  nor  because  of  the 
existence  of  any  conditions  which  might  afford  just  ground  for 
dissatisfaction  among  them.  Coal  mining  is  universally  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  hazardous  and  dangerous  business,  especially  in  a 
district  where  the  dry  atmosphere  is  more  conducive  to  the 
creation  of  dust  and  roof  conditions  to  falls  than  In  many 
other  localities.  But  general  conditions  in  the  mines  in  Colo¬ 
rado  were  exceptionally  favorable  to  the  miners  when  this 
calamity  was  thrust  upon  our  State.  The  mine  owner  is 
neither  a  brute  nor  a  fool;  he  will  not  knowingly  subject  his 
property  to  destruction  nor  his  men  to  unnecessary  danger. 
Selfish  interests  alone  dictate  a  contrary  policy.  Aside  from 
this.  I  may  say  that  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  operators  of  my  State,  and  I  know  them  to  be  honorable 
and  humane  men,  who  entertain  a  keen  solicitude  for  the 
welfare  of  their  employees.  They  have  done,  and  are  doing, 
much  looking  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  their  men  and  the 
safety  of  their  properties.  That  the  miners  knew  and  appre¬ 
ciated  this  is  evidenced  by  the  tenacity  with  which  more  than 
lO.CCO  continue  to  work  in  the  face  of  intimidation,  violence, 
and  personal  danger  to  themselves  and  their  families.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  that,  fair  treatment  and  proper  conditions  are  made 
compulsory  under  new  mining  laws  and  the  initiative,  refer¬ 
endum,  and  recall. 

It  was  the  agitator,  not  the  miner,  who  complained  and  who 
has  wrought  all  this  havoc.  And  for  what — simply  and  solely 
to  compel  the  operators  to  recognize  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America.  And  what  does  this  mean?  It  means  that  the 
owner  of  every  coal  mine  in  the  State  must  enter  into  a  written 
contract  with  this  organization,  and  thereby  agree,  in  effect,  to 
employ  only  members  of  that  union,  and  to  deduct  from  the 
pay  roll  of  every  such  member  all  union  dues,  fines,  and  assess¬ 
ments  for  which  the  member  may  be  indebted,  and  then  remit 
this  sum  to  union  headquarters.  To  be  more  specific,  these 
agitators  and  leaders,  the  representatives  of  not  to  exceed 
2,000  striking. men,  say  to  the  mine  owners  of  my  State,  “You 
must  discharge  every  one  of  your  10,000  loyal  and  satisfied 
workmen  unless  they  join  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  if  they  join,  you  must  deduct  from  their  pay  roll 
such  amounts  as  we  may  hereafter  see  fit  to  assess  against 
them,  and  send  it  to  the  union  treasury  to  use  as  we  see 
fit.” 

It  has  already  been  charged  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  is  a  criminal  conspiracy  under  the  Sherman  Antitrust 
Act.  Its  officers  and  many  of  its  leading  members  are  at  this 
moment  under  indictment  in  the  courts  of  several  States.  In 
1912  the  Socialist  element  in  its  ranks  secured  control  of  the 
organization,  and  its  constitution  was  amended  so  as  to  pro¬ 
claim  that  its  members  are  entitled  to  absolutely  all  the  profit 
derived  from  the  business  in  which  they  are  engaged  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  the  man — the  parasite,  as  he  is  termed — who  has  in¬ 
vested  his  capital  in  a  presumably  legitimate  business.  But  if 
these  things  were  not  so,  the  demand  for  this  so-called  check  off, 
the  insistence  of  these  leaders  that  an  employer  shall  and  must 
arbitrarily  deduct  from  the  pay  roll  of  every  employee,  whether 
such  employee  desires  it  or  not,  an  amount  to  be  determined 
by  others  is  so  un-American  and,  in  my  opinion,  so  unlawful  as 
to  compel  all  fair-minded  men  to  condemn  any  orgazination,  be 
it  a  labor  union  or  otherwise,  which  insists  upon  such  a  prac¬ 
tice  as  one  of  the  cornerstones  of  its  structure.  There  is  no 
other  labor  organization  in  the  world  which  depends  upon  this 
iniquitous  practice  for  its  existence.  The  check  off  can  be  de¬ 
fended  upon  no  possible  theory. 

-The  necessity  for  the  maintenance  of  the  open  shop,  for  which 
the  mine  owners  of  Colorado  are  fighting,  involves  a  principle 
far  from  local  in  its  character.  If  this  country  is  to  endure,  at 
least  in  its  present  form,  the  constitutional  right  of  every  man 
to  work  for  whom,  when,  and  upon  such  terms  as  he  sees  fit 
must  be  preserved,  and  the  employers  of  labor  in  Colorado  who 
are  standing  for  this  principle  deserve,  instead  of  denunciation, 
the  encouragement  and  support  of  every  patriotic  citizen.  It 
will  be  a  sad  day  for  our  country  when  men  decline  to  fight  to 
a  finish  for  a  principle. 


Several  weeks  ago  at  a  time  when  the  emissaries  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  were  trying  to  make  it  appear 
that  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  jr.,  was  responsible  for  and  had 
the  power  to  terminate  the  Colorado  coal  strike,  the  distin¬ 
guished  chairman  of  the  investigating  committee  of  this  House 
telegraphed  Mr.  Rockefeller  that  Mr.  Green,  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  had  made  public  a 
statement  announcing  that  the  demand  for  recognition  of  the 
union  would  be  waived,  and  it  was  suggested  to  Mr.  Rockefeller, 
in  view  of  this  circumstance,  that  negotiations  be  entered  into 
looking  to  a  settlement.  Mr.  Green  was  immediately  called 
upon  by  the  miners  of  Illinois,  then  in  convention  at  Peoria,  to 
explain  what  he  meant  by  making  such  a  statement.  He  an¬ 
swered  by  denying  that  such  an  announcement  had  ever  been 
made  by  him,  and  asserted  that  under  no  circumstances  would 
union  recognition  be  waived  in  Colorado.  More  recently,  on 
June  G,  John  R.  Lawson,  in  charge  of  the  strike,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Denver,  reiterated  the  oft-repeated  “  No  peaee  with¬ 
out  recognition  Of  the  union.” 

Union  recognition  is  now,  as  it  has  always  been,  the  only 
issue,  and  upon  this  issue,  with  all  it  implies,  there  should  be 
no  such  thing  as  compromise  with  any  union,  much  less  with 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  as  at  present  constituted 
and  controlled.  In  this  connection  I  desire  to  read  the  reply 
of  the  Colorado  operators  to  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  of 
the  investigating  committee : 


Denver,  Golo.,  April  80.  1911,. 

Hon.  M.  D.  Foster, 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Answering  your  telegram  of  last  night  addressed  to  Mr.  John  D. 
Rockefeller,  jr.,  and  referred  to  Colorado  coal-mine  owners  for  reply. 
When  on  April  1G  the  governor  withdrew  all  except  a  small  detach- 


exeept  i 

State.  There  v. „„  „ 

10,000  apparently  contented  i _ _ _ _ o  __  . 

striking  miners  in  the  Ludlow  tent  colony,  2  miles’  from  ‘the  i 

'  ~  - in  Which  they  considered 


t  of  militia  from  the  field,  law,  order,  and  quiet  prevailed  i_ 
p  There  were  employed  by  the  operators  of  coal  mines  more  than 
- -  on  the  morning  of  April  20  the 


under  a  tent  where  the  strikers  had  placed  them  when  the  attack  upon 
the  soldiers  was  begun.  They  had  all  been  suffocated.  None  of  these 
children  and  no  woman  was  killed  by  rifle  Are,  nor  did  the  soldiers 
know  or  have  any  reason  to  suspect  the  presence  of  noncombatants 
where  the  strikers  had  concealed  them. 

On  April  23,  Lawson,  international  hoard  member  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  and  the  leader  of  the  strikers,  in  an  interview 


again  ordered  back  into 


The  meaning  and  purpose  of  such 


ment  of  the  Empire,  Southwestern,  and  Green  Canyon  . . . . 

Aguilar.  They  have  driven  men,  women,  and  children  into  the  Empire 
mine  and  sealed  the  entrance  with  explosives.  After  the  declaration 
of  a  truce  agreed  to  between  the  governor  and  Hawkins,  attorney  for¬ 
th  e  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  they  drove  the  postmaster  and 
others  away  from  the  Sunnyside  mine  and  took  possession  of  it,  as 
well  as  the  Pictou  mine.  They  dynamited  the  tipple  at  the  McLaughlin 
mine  and  fired  many  shots  into  the  buildings  at  Maitland.  They 
forcibly  entered  the  store  building  at  Rockvale  and  carried  away  guns 
and  ammunition.  They  attacked  the  buildings  and  dwelling  house"  "* 

the  Chandler  mine  and  kept  up  a - •* - H 

40  hours,  killed  one  man,  and  Uuuuj  uuun 

slipping  in  a  number  of  men  under  a  white  flag.  1 _ „  - - - , 

dynamited,  and  completely  destroyed  the  McNally  mine  in  Huerfano 
County,  kept  up  an  almost  continuous  fire  from  entrenchments  for  50 
hours  upon  the  Walsen  mine,  wounded  one  woman,  killed  and  wounded 
four  men,  and  killed  a  surgeon  wearing  Red  Cross  insignia  while  attend¬ 
ing  w-ounded  soldier  on  field.  They  viciously  attacked  the  Ileela  mine 
in  Boulder  County,  killed  one  and  wounded  three  men,  and  drove  all 
employees  and  their  families  to  cover  for  many  hours.  They  attacked 
the  Forbes  mine  in  Las  Animas  County  with  a  force  of  400  armed  men, 
killed  7  miners,  including  4  Japanese,  and  burned  everything  in  sight, 
including  a  stable  and  33  mules 

In  the  prosecution  of  their  campaign  of  extermination,  the  foregoing 
are  some  of  the  things  these  men  have  done  during  the  past  few  days 
with  the  tacit  consent,  active  cooperation,  and  under  the  personal 
direction  and  control  of  officers  and  paid  agents  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

As  before  stated,  the  coal-mine  operators  of  this  State  now  have  in 
their  employ  about  10,000  men  who  are  satisfied  with  the  conditions  Of 
--  ---  employment.  We  promised  these  men  protection  from  personal 

--  — air”" - ""**■  — J  “ —  1"~ —  -iiod  loyally  by 

regarding  the 
;ttacks  of  the 
re  will  always 


They  have  burned, 


dangers  and  i 

strikers  upon . . . . . . . . 

treat  concerning  matters  affecting  their  welfare.  But  v 
into  negotiations  of  any  character  with  the  officers  and  agents  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  who  alone  are  responsible  for  the 
terrible  reign  of  disorder  and  bloodshed  which  has  disgraced  this  Stale. 
Instead  of  It  being  our  duty  so  to  do,  we  conceive  it  rather  to  he  the 
duty  of  the  officials  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  who 
called  the  strike,  to  now  call  it  off.  They  can  do  so  if  they  see  fit, 
and  by  so  doing  they  will,  within  an  hour,  in  a  great  measure,  restore 
industrial  peace  and  prosperity  to  this  State. 
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mit  1  200  or  1  500  armed  stnuers  ro  continue  their  unlawful  efforts  to 
prevent  10,000  law-abiding  and  industrious  men  from  working  for 
Whom  wk  n,  and  upon  such  terms  as  they  see  fit. 

The  Colorado  Fuel  and  Iron  Company, 

By  .T.  F.  Welborn,  President. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Fuel  Company, 

By  David  W.  Brown,  President. 

The  Victor-American  Fuel  Company, 

By  G.  F.  Bartlett,  Jr.,  Vice  Pres. 

The  Oakdale  Coal  Company, 

By  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  President. 

The  South  Canon  Coal  Company, 

By  Harry  F.  Nash,  Gen.  Manager. 

The  Primrose  Coal  Company, 

By  H.  B.  King,  President. 

The  Rugby  Fuel  Company, 

By  George  D.  ICimball,  Gen.  Manager. 
The  Huerfano  Coal  Company, 

By  S.  S.  Murphy,  President. 

Fruth  and  Autrey. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke  Company, 
By  C.  L.  Baum. 

The  Routt  County  Fuel  Company, 

By  E.  L.  Prentiss,  President. 

The  Hampa  Valley  Coal  Company, 

By  P.  M.  Peltier,  President. 

Hayden  Brothers  (Juniper  Mine), 

By  Lewis  A.  Hayden. 

The  Empire  Coal  Mining  Company, 

By  Marthens  and  Siple. 

The  Southwestern  Fuel  Company, 

By  J.  W.  Siple,  President. 

The  National  Fuel  Company, 

By  H.  Van  Mater,  President. 

The  Royal  Fuel  Company, 

By  H.  Van  Mater,  President. 

The  Union  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 

By  J.  V.  Bowen,  President. 

The  Moffatt  Coal  Company, 

By  S.  M.  Perry,  President. 

The  Leyden  Coal  Company, 

By  S.  M.  Perry,  President. 


Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  seem  a  new  role  for  me  to  appear  as  tlie 
defender  of  corporations.  Much  of  my  life  has  been  devoted  to 
what  I  have  believed  to  be  just  criticism  of  many  corporate 
abuses.  But  there  are  times  when  a  position  assumed  by  even 
corporate  interests  is  correct.  The  position  of  these  Colorado 
operators  is  correct.  It  deserves  and  shall  receive  my  approba¬ 
tion  and  support.  I  know  the  men  who  say,  “We  can  not  enter 
into  negotiations  of  any  character  with  the  officers  and  agents 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  who  alone  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  terrible  reign  of  disorder  and  bloodshed  which  has 
disgraced  this  State.”  These  men  mean  what  they  say.  There 
will  be  neither  negotiation  nor  compromise.  I  agree  with  them 
as  they  proceed,  “  instead  of  it  being  our  duty  to  do  so,  we  con¬ 
ceive  it  rather  to  be  the  duty  of  the  officials  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  who  called  the  strike,  to  call  it  off;  they 
can  do  so  if  they  see  fit,  and  by  so  doing  they  will,  within  an 
hour,  in  a  great  measure,  restore  industrial  peace  and  prosperity 
to  this  State.”  But  this  they  have  neither  the  courage  nor  dis¬ 
position  to  do. 

-  There  is  but  a  single  effective  remedy — let  maudlin  sympathy 
for  those  who  stand  in  open  rebellion  against  constituted  au¬ 
thority  be  banished.  Let  all  good  citizens  encourage  and  assist 
the  officers  of  the  law  in  faithfully  and  rigorously  executing 
the  statutes  and  constitutional  provisions  of  the  State  of  Colo¬ 
rado  and  of  the  United  States.  In  this  way,  and  in  this  way 
only,  under  existing  conditions,  can  the  rights  of  all  parties  be 
restored  and  preserved  and  the  dignity  of  a  great  State  and  the 
greatest  country  on  earth  be  maintained. 

[Extract  from  Colorado  coal-strike  speech  of  April  29,  1914.], 


The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Colorado. 

Mr.  KINDEL.  Mr.  Chairman,  these  matters  complained  of 
by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Keating]  have  been  remedied — the  scrip 
aystem,  the  store  system — the  miners  being  obliged  to  buy  at  par¬ 
ticular  stores,  the  overtime,  and  so  forth,  are  all  gone  by.  I  do 
not  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Rockefeller  was  in  control  of  the 
mines  when  the  above-mentioned  conditions  existed.  As  I  un¬ 
derstand  it,  .he  only  owns  or  controls  about  16  per  cent  t>f  the 
coal  mines  operated  in  Colorado. 

Again,  I  will  say  that  I  am  not  here  to  defend  Mr.  Rockefeller, 
but  I  do  defend  the  proposition  of  the  open  shop.  I  opposed  the 
congressional  investigation  of  the  coal-mine  troubles,  because  I 
believed  that,  having  the  Department  of  Labor,  an  Industrial 
Commission,  a  newly  created  congressional  Labor  Committee, 
the  investigation  ought  to  be  made  by  either  of  these  commis¬ 
sions  and  not  take  up  the  time  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  KINDEL.  Yes. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Has  the  gentleman  found  that  what  Mr.  Rocke¬ 
feller  states  squares  with  his  action  in  Colorado? 

Mr.  KINDEL.  I  was  out  there  in  November,  and  they  told 
me  that  it  was  true  that  Mr.  Rockefeller  and  all  the  other  oper¬ 
ators  had  anticipated  the  new  law  on  the  statue  book  that  went 
into  effect  about  that  time  and  had  instituted  all  these  reforms 
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I  mention  before  the  law  became  effective.  I  asked  the  miners 
what  grievance  they  had,  or  what  they  wanted,  and  the  reply 
was  that  they  wanted  the  mines  unionized.  That  is  all,  and  it 
is  not  a  question  of  wage. 

Now,  one  of  the  saddest  spectacles  to  me  is  one  that  I  snT~ 
the  other  day  when  so-called  Mother  Jones  came  here  to  testify. 
I  do  not  know  who  invited  her.  The  committee,  headed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Foster]  and  others,  asked  her, 
“  Won’t  you  please  telegraph  out  to  Colorado  and  stop  the  shoot¬ 
ing?”  She  said  that  she  did  not  know  whether  she  would  or 
not.  She  finally  promised  to  do  so  after  much  pleading  on  the 
part  of  the  committee.  I  had  to  rise  and  call  attention  to  the 
both  ludicrous  and  lamentable  act  of  transferring  the  Govern¬ 
ment  functions  to  this  notorious  and  troublesome  woman.  She 
it  was  who  suggested  to  hang  me  in  Denver  because  I  expressed 
my  opinion  of  her  and  her  kind  cn  several  occasions. 

REPORT  OF  A  MEETING  FROM  THE  DENVER  EXPRESS. 

At  this  juncture  of  the  proceedings  a  telegram  from  Congressman 
Edward  Keating  was  read.  It  stated  that  one  of  the  reasons  the 
resolution  calling  for  a  congressional  investigation  of  the  coal  strike 
was  being  held  up  was  because  Congressman  George  J.  ICindel  was 
bitterly  opposing  it.  Keating  asked  if  the  convention  could  not  bring 
some  pressure  to  bear  to  swing  Kindel  into  line. 

Mother  Jones  sprang  to  her  feet  on  the  rostrum  and  shouted  : 

“  Yes ;  we  can.  Don’t  resolute ;  just  send  George  Kindel  a  tele¬ 
gram  and  say  in  it,  ‘  If  you  don’t  vote  for  that  resolution,  don’t  come 
home,  for  every  miner  in  Colorado  will  be  waiting  at  the  train  for 
you  with  a  rope.’  That’ll  get  him  or  the  rope  will. 

Mr.  BARTON.  Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  KINDEL.  Yes. 

Mr.  BARTON.  The  gentleman  heard  the  indictment  by  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Keating]  on  the  floor  of  the  House  which  prac¬ 
tically  indicted  the  officers  of  two  counties  when  he  said  that 
for  10  years  the  county  officers  of  these  two  counties  had  been 
owned  by  Mr.  Rockefeller  as  much  as  the  gentleman  owns  his 
own  coat. 

Mr.  KINDEL.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  It  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  my  colleague  [Mr.  Keating]  has  so  low  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  his  constituents’  intelligence  and  patriotism.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  they  voted  sheep  out  in  that  country. 
[Laughter.]  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  wholesale  murders 
have  been  committed  by  Western  Federation  of  Miners  in  our 
State.  It  is  time  that  this  thing  be  stopped.  If  you  eliminate 
the  agitator  of  the  Mother  Jones  type,  we  will  soon  get  on,  but 
until  you  do  we  will  not  get  on.  The  foundation  of  this  trouble 
is  politics,  and  rotten  politics. 

No  one  deplores  the  loss  of  life  more  than  I  do,  but  what  can 
you  expect  when  we  have  such  a  weakling  for  governor.  He  is 
a  Democrat.  He  came  to  Washington  last  week  to  testify  in  a 
land  deal  and  dismissed  the  militia  from  the  coal  fields,  and  in 
the  meantime  these  murders  were  being  committed.  We  have 
a  Democratic  governor,  and  all  the  State  officers  are  Democratic, 
and  we  have  the  initiative  and  referendum  and  the  recall.  I 
would  like  to  have  been  governor  on  an  occasion  like  the  present 
one  and  let  them  tell  me  I  could  not  enforce  the  law.  I  would 
either  do  or  die.  Other  than  this,  I  would  have  no  ambition  in 
that  direction. 

Mr.  BALTZ.  Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  KINDEL.  Yes. 

Mr.  BALTZ.  Who  does  the  gentleman  from  Colorado  hold 
responsible  for  these  troubles? 

Mr.  KINDEL.  The  agitators  and  the  people  who  stand  for  it. 
If  I  had  not  lived  through  some  of  these  same  experiences 
myself,  I  would  not  feel  the  interest  that  I  do.  We  had  in  our 
own  city  of  Denver  one  of  the  finest  plants,  the  so-called  Grant 
Smelter  Co.,  which  cost  several  million  dollars.  A  strike  oc¬ 
curred,  the  strikers  would  not  let  others  work,  they  killed  peo¬ 
ple,  shot  them  down,  and  the  result  of  it  all  was  that  the  owners 
got  discouraged  and  dismantled  and  removed  the  plant.  The 
only  thing  we  have  left  is  the  big  $50,000  smokestack  to  indicate 
that  there  was  once  a  smelter  there. 

It  recalls  to  me  the  lines  of  Kingsley : 

So  fleet  the  works  of  man,  back  to  earth  again ; 

Ancient  and  holy  things  fade  like  a  dream. 

That  is  what  is  happening  to  the  coal  interests.  Between 
discriminative  freight  rates  and  the  murderous  agitators  we  can 
not  progress.  That  is  why  we  are  bankrupt.  We  are  not 
allowed  an  equal  chance  with  other  States.  All  that  the  people, 
of  Colorado  want,  all  that  they  ask  for,  is  a  square  deal,  regard¬ 
less  of  who  or  what  insures  it  to  them.  [Applause.] 

I  conclude  with  Holland’s  famous  lines: 

God  give  us  men.  The  time  demands 

Strong  minds,  great  hearts,  true  faith,  and  willing  hands; 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  office  does  not  kill ; 

Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office  can  not  buy ; 

Men  who  possess  opinions  and  a  will ; 

Men  who  have  honor ;  men  who  will  not  lie ; 

Men  who  can  stand  before  a  demagogue 

And  dam  his  treacherous  flatteries  without  winking ; 

Tall  men,  sun-crowned,  who  live  above  the  fog 
In  public  duty  and  in  private  thinking. 


